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Section 1. Pla®verview

This isan update tox | y . dzNB y20122D1zglan doQ@arks and recreation resources at
GKS O2dzyie tS@Stad LG ¢Aff 3 dekréaton piakring thrdudgy (0 & Q&
2026.

Parks and recreational facilities in Van Buren ri@puadd real value to their surrounding
communitiesand improve the quality of life for residents of all backgrounds and abilities by
promoting healthy lifestyles, encouraging social interactamnd providing access to natural
areas.

Gt dzo f A O |dé o Bolsioh Bgfeatiply Pecause we want exercise, or on parks, because
we need a place to get it. Some citizens may visit a park monthly, or wed#hkéymost active
among us, even daily. However, every day, every one of us benefits from the eftgarof

space and greenways. They contribute dramatically to our property values, community
character, and personal wellbeing.

Visiting a park for recreation may create evidence in our calendars, our memories, our selfies,

or even our laundry. Benefits froopen space and greenways accrue elsewhere, in the smell of

the air, the clarity of the water, the stability of the communityeven whether we see wild

0ANRA FNRBY 2dzNJ {AGOKSY gAYyR2gdé DINEB {201z +

Mission

Through this plan, VanuBen County seeks to provide quality recreational resources to its
residents and visitors. The County recognizes the importance of recreational amenities
including parks, natural areas, open spaces, land and water trails, lake and river access points
andrecreational programming as they contribute to places where people wantlitee, spend

their leisure timeand do business. The County strives to develop its parks and recreation
amenities with these benefits in mindnd with particular emphasis on stewdship of
historically significant assets, natural features, fragile lands, water qualitg¢ green
infrastructure.

Vision
Van Buren County will enhantee quality of life forall current and future generations through
its recreational resources.
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Secton 2. Community Description

Van Buren County is located in southwest Michigan and cove
611 square milesin 2010, the total population for Van Buren
County was 76,258, down slightly from the 2000 census
number of 76,263The 2019 population estimate is even lower
at 75,677. Its residents are dispersed across four cities
(Bangor, Gobles, Hartfordand South Haven), seven
incorporated villages (Bloomingdale, Breedsville, Decatur,
Lawrence, Lawton, Mattawamnd Paw Paw)and eighteen .
townships (seeTable 8 in the Appendixfor a full list). The B oo
County spans small urban, suburband rural settingsand is
home to one community college branch (Lake Michigan
College South Haven), dozens of lakes (129 larger than ten acres) anthjorarivers (the Paw

Paw and Black River§or more informatioron Van Buren Countyisitthe+ | y . dzNByYy [/ 2 dzy
websiteat www.vbco.org

G

S

MICHIGAN
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Figure 1 (Map) Area of Plan, Van Buren County
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People- Demographics and Population Growth
Over the pastwo decades 1990 to 2010, the population in Van Buren Countycreased by

over 10%. Growth has slowed somewhat in the past decade, yet the county remains the only

one in its threecounty region of southwest Michigan (inckesl Berrien and Cass) that
experienced growth during this time.
Tablel. Population Change bilunicipality Type, Van Buren County | 19602010

1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 19602000 20002010
Almena 1,288 1,845 2,956 3,581 4,226| 4,992 228.1% 18%
Antwerp 2,456 2,312 3,910 5039| 6,298| 8,285 156.4% 31%
Arlington 1,392 1,645 1,884 1,929| 2,075 2,073 49.1% -0.09%
Bangor 1,443 1,708 1,993 1,948| 2,121| 2,147 47.0% 1%
Bloomingdale 1,176 1,493 1,953 2,351 2,836| 3,103 141.2% 9%
Columbia 1,374 1,657 2,004 2,339 2,479| 2,588 80.4% 4%
Covert 2,323 2,659 2,706 2,855| 3,141, 2,888 35.2% -8%
Decatur 1,275 1,603 1,684 1,856 2,078| 1,907 63.0% -8%
Geneva 1,850 2,392 2,984 3,162| 3,975| 3,573 114.9% -10%
Hamilton 1,023 1,167 1,586 1,515 1,797| 1,489 75.7% -17%
Hartford 1,746 2,211 2,707 3,032| 3,159| 3,274 80.9% 3%
Keeler 2,109 2,234 2,638 2,344| 2,601, 2,169 23.3% -16%
Lawrence 1,421 1,555 2,114 2,115| 2,282| 2,263 60.6% -0.8%
Paw Paw 2,067 2,592 3,207 3,645| 3,738| 3,507 80.8% -6%
Pine Grove 1,528 1,835 2,379 2,594 2,773 2,949 81.5% 6%
Porter 1,047 1,360 2,041 2,086| 2,406, 2,466 129.8% 2%
South Haven 2,766 3,416 4,174 4,185| 4,046| 3,983 46.3% -1%
Waverly 1,044 1,313 2,130 2,188 2,467| 2,554 136.3% 3%
Township Total| 29,328| 34,997| 45,050 48,764| 54,498| 56,210 85.8% 3%
Bloomingdale 471 496 537 503 528 454 12.1% -14%
Breedsville 245 209 244 213 235 199 -4.1% -15%
Decatur 1,827 1,764 1,915 1,760 1,838| 1,819 0.6% -1.0%
Lawrence 773 790 903 915| 1,059 996 37.0% -5%
Lawton 1,402 1,358 1,558 1,685| 1,859| 1,900 32.6% 2%
Mattawan ~~ 1,569 2,143 2,456| 2,536| 1,997 -22%
Paw Paw 2,970 3,160 3,211 3,169| 3,473| 3,534 16.9% 1%
Village Total 7,688 9,346| 10,511 10,701| 11,528| 10,899 49.9% -5%
Bangor 2,109 2,050 2,001 1,922 1,933| 1,885 -8.3% -2%
Gobles 816 801 816 769 815 829 -0.1% 1%
Hartford 2,305 2,508 2,493 2,341 2,476, 2,688 7.4% 8%
South Haven 6,149 6,471 5,943 5,563| 5,013| 4,403 -18.5% -12%
City Total 11,379| 11,830| 11,253| 10,595| 10,237| 9,805 -10.0% -4%
VB Co. Total | 48,395 | 56,173 | 66,814 | 70,060 | 76,263 | 76,258 57.6% -0.006%

Source: U.S. Census (1g6010; U.S. Census
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shed. The Villages of Mattawan and Lawton, and the Cities of South Haven and diartfor
experienced growth from 2000 to 2010. Nine townships (Almena, Antwerp, Bangor,
Bloomingdale, Columbia, Hartford, Pine Grove, Porter, and Waverly) grew during this time,
suggesting a slight land use shift from residents living near traditional downaogas to more

rural settings.

Figure2 (Chart) Population change by municipality type, Van Buren County | 2000
2008
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By racial composition, 2@ population estimates put Van Buren County as primarily White
(91.9%),4% African American antl6% other. The county hd&.7%reporting Hispanic/Latino

ethnicity. Between 2000 and 2009, proportionally large increases of residents identifying
GKSYaStgSa a !aAlys 1 AaLl yAOwrddnthd y.2CehsysR G & 2
survey formK I S O2y i NARO6dzi SR (2 GKS O2dzyieQa 3IAINRSGKCG

Van BurerCounty Community Park, Recreation, Open Space and Greenwdp@2dr; 2026 | Pageb



Figure3 (Map) Population Density Van Buren County
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